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This project is part of a wider collaboration between Leeds Beckett University, Public Health England and Local Authorities to develop a whole systems approach to addressing obesity within local authorities.  Successive governments have highlighted the increasing prevalence of obesity as a public health priority within the UK and since the recent reorganisation has placed responsibility of public health at the heart of local authorities.  The PhD will work in collaboration with local authorities to develop a tool to evaluate the impact of current practice and policies on the prevalence of obesity, obesity risk factors and the wider determinants. The tool will be designed to help reflect on the effectiveness of current actions and to agree future actions based on effectiveness.

The research will use a mixed methods approach and utilise an action research approach, with the successful candidate working in collaboration with researchers and local authority colleagues to develop and test the obesity impact assessment tool within practice. 
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